An Inspector Calls

This has certainly been avery eventful term! Aswell asthe usual
activities and events planned for the Spring Term, the extreme
weather conditions meant that for only the second timein twelve
years snow forced usto close for a day.

We soon settled down to business as usual, in time for our
inspection by 1Sl, the Independent Schools’' Inspectoratein
February and March. We were delighted with the feedback we
received from our Inspection team, who were clearly impressed
by all the pupilsthey met. All parents will be sent a summary of
their findings as soon as we have received the detailed report and
it has been approved by the ISI.

Once again, | would like to extend my thanks to all parents and
girlswho found time to complete the on-line questionnaire. |
would aso like to thank the Parents and Friends' Committee who
very kindly provided cakesfor the staff to celebrate the completion
of the Inspection.

Ann Templeman

The start of the Spring term was rather sparsely attended in Junior
House as many of the girls found themselves unable to get to
school in the difficult conditions.

Those who did succeed were rewarded with the rare sight of a
playground and field covered in 20 centimetres of soft, powdery
snow — surely a playtime paradise for any child!

Needless to say, break times were eagerly awaited throughout
that first day of term. Snow angels were attempted (with varying
degrees of success), snowmen were begun (with no success at
al) and one optimistic group even set about building an igloo!
While the snow was hardly ideal for snowball fights, battle lines
were drawn up regardless and the air was full of disintegrating
snowballs, some of which were even directed at the teachers!
Some girls found themselves being gently buried in the snow by
their friends while others created their own snowstorms, which
sparkled in the bright sunlight.

By the end of each playtime, rosy cheeks and smiling faceswere
very much in evidence. Of course, thiswas just further evidence
of what we already know: regardless of the westher, Junior House
girlsjust can’t help having fun!

Meanwhile, in Senior House, after a bitterly fought contest, Booth
won the House Snowman competition.



The gruelling process to become part of the new Senior Team
started in January with Leadership Day. Before we had even
written our applications, and worried about interviews, we were
to be assessed on how we could work as ateam with people other
than our friends. During the morning we worked on teambuilding
activities before analysing what |eadership skills we thought we
had. For the afternoon’s activities we were placed in groups with
people we don't usually work with and each group was given an
initiative to discuss. After just one hour we were required to
present our ideas to staff which, although scary, was good
preparation for our interviews. Although we thought these initiatives
were just hypothetical, a Promotion Team for the school was set
up because of ideas created by a group to promote the school’s
Sixth Form.

A week later, your new Head Girl and Deputies were appointed
and we' re really pleased to introduce ourselves to you now:

I’m delighted to be able to introduce myself as your new Head
Girl! | study English, History, Latin and Maths at AS and plan to
read English at University. I’ ve been at the High School for six
years and, believe me, the idea that | could ever be Head Girl
didn’t even cross my mind al those years ago! | participate in
many different aspects of school life, such as music and drama,
and, as| loveliterature, I'm part of the Literature Society. | am
a so enjoying helping out with the Junior House Debating Club.
I’m going on the School’s History trip to America at Easter and
to Lesotho in the summer, both of which I’'m really excited about.
AsHead Girl, | particularly want to help ensure that girls of all
ages feel comfortable with members of different year groups; |
believe that oneway | can achieve thisis by organising even
more fun eventsfor al. | really want to be a Head Girl who can
be arole model for younger girls, demonstrating just what girls
at the High School can achieve. Caroline Hellens ( above centre)

Durham High School has been ahuge part of my lifeas|’ve been
here since Reception and | was so pleased to be elected Deputy
Head Girl. | am studying Maths, Biology, Chemistry and German,
and my ambition isto be a Veterinary Surgeon, specialising in
either reptiles or farm animals. In school | aminvolved in avariety
of activities, from working towards my Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award and helping with the Buddy Scheme, to being an active
member of the Christian Union. As | have been at DHS for almost

14 years, | know the school inside out and have friendsin different
year groups throughout the school. | would like to think that |
am approachable, which is an essential quality for someonein
the Senior Team and that girls throughout the school are
comfortable talking to me. | can’t wait to represent the girls at
different meetingsin association with teachers, parents and other
friends of the schooal, as | know how important it isfor our voices
to be heard. | am very grateful to have been given this leadership
opportunity. | would like to think that | have alot to offer our
school community, and | guarantee | will aspire to be the best a
Deputy Head Girl can be! Elizabeth Myer s (left)

I’m Heather, the other of your two new Deputy Head Girls,
studying Biology, Chemistry, Maths and Further Maths and hope
to read medicine at university, although | haven't quite made up
my mind yet. Unlike Caroline and Elizabeth, | only joined the
High School in September. It was afairly daunting experience,
especially walking in on that first morning, but here | am, aterm
and a half later and it feelslike I’ ve been here for years. 1, too,
am heading off to Lesotho this summer, and I’ m incredibly excited
by having the opportunity to experience such a different culture
and, hopefully, make a positive difference. | aspire to make a
difference here at the High School too. One of my favourite quotes
is: “Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if
you just sit there.” | think thisisagreat school, but | aso think
there is scope for continued improvement, and that, as
representatives of the student body, it is our responsibility to make
these improvements. For this reason, | am keen to develop the
role of the School Council by ensuring that everyone has her
voice heard and that, as far as possible, suggestions put forward
by girls areimplemented. Heather Keenan (above right)

WEell, that’s us! Asyou can see, we' ve got arange of experiences
of the High School between us, but the main initiative al of us
want to drive forward is more integration between the year groups.
We propose to do thisin many different ways, working together
as ateam alongside our four new House Captains below, from
left: Ursula Heywood (Booth), Amy Hutchins (Tempest), Emma
Jackson (Neville), Amy Fletcher (Heath) and Rebecca I ngledew,
our new Senior Charity Prefect (opposite page).



Congratulationsto ‘ Peaches' Young Enterprise team (pictured
above) who have madeit through to the final of the Space Business
Mentoring scheme. They were one of three groups taking part in
atradefair at the Metro Centre in February, where teams from
all over the region sold their products. We have around 30 girls
taking part in the scheme at the moment, with all teams showing
aprofit —so far, that il

Ethics Conference

On the 5 February Philosophy and Ethics studentsin Year 12
travelled to Newcastle Assembly Rooms to take part in an Ethics
conference. The leading speaker was Dr Peter Vardy, the vice-
principal of Heythrop College, University of London, who isan
internationally recognised academic.

Dr Vardy has areputation for delivering challenging lectures,
designed to engage and we were not disappointed. The lecture
on Medical Ethics was particularly thought-provoking as he
challenged us to consider the tension between the value of life
and scientific progress and development. He said that Watson,
the man who discovered the double helix alongside Crick, is now
advocating reproduction by 1IVM as the best way to reproduce so
that pre-implantation genetic diagnosis can be done. His
controversial vision would mean that natural conception would
be seen as secondary method. This makes Aldous Huxley'sBrave
New World' a possible reality for future generations.

The second speaker, Julie Arliss from Richard Huish College,
spoke about crime and punishment and challenged usto question
stereotypes and assumptions as to who the criminals are and the
purpose of punishment. Aswell as providing new insights and
challenging us to think about these important issues differently,
the conference also proved to be avery entertaining event,
enjoyed by all.

IFS Proshare

IFS Proshare is a nationwide competition with over 7,000 teams
and 28,000 studentsinvolved. It is an investment competition in
which students invest a notional £100,000 on the stockmarket.
Those with the best returns go through to the regional final.
Durham High School had 12 teams taking part, 5 of which have
outperformed the professional investor team: The Pandas, Wall
Street Craggs, The Flintstones and The Forbes 100.

The Forbes 100 team (Hollie Slowther, Georgia Forbes, Lucinda
Marshall and Sophie King) has made it through to the regional
finals, coming 11 out of the entire country in the challenge by
making an impressive return of some £56,000 over 6 months.
Thisis an outstanding achievement - if the girls make it through
the next round they stand a good chance of an all expenses paid
trip to New York!

Thisyear’'s Rotary Club Competition required the Y ear 12
participants to undertake a series of team tasks set by JW Wood
Estate Agents, including investigating the existing services that
estate agents offer and creating new ideas and initiatives for the
company. At one point we were given £100,000 in Premium
Bonds (hypothetical, of course!) and had to use arange of data
to decide whether to rent or buy a property.

Each successive round gave us al the chanceto work with different
people, to develop our leadership skills by organising teams and
to improve our presentation skills. After each round, interviews
took place and two people were ‘fired’, until the remaining four
faced afinal interview to present their individual pitch on why
they should be the winner. Each of the four judges from the Rotary
Club had their own area of expertise, and we found their comments
extremely helpful in improving our skills.

Asthe competition involved a series of team projects, without
the commitment and hard work of every team member, nobody
would have succeeded. Of course, | was delighted to be the
eventual winner, and having just joined the High School in
September, | found the whole process a very useful way to make
new friends rapidly. | know | gained confidence from the whole
process, and enjoyed learning about an area of business| previoudy
knew little about.

We would like to thank the Rotary Club and JW Wood for giving
us this very worthwhile opportunity.

Rebecca Ingledew, Year 12

Sixth Form Lectures

We have been lucky enough to have some eminent speakersin
school so far thisyear covering awide range of important issues,
to inform and challenge our Sixth Form. Tony Woodman, a
professor of some repute, came to talk about how history shapes
our world and our thinking and how we should be questioning
the history that we read.

John Levy of the Friends of Israel Trust, discussed the issues that
have created the Arab — Isragli conflict and where solutions may
lie, while Dr. Peter Philips talked to us about the growing link
between computers and biotech industries.

Coming up, we have Daphne West discussing the right to freedom,
and Rob Dixon, Dean of Durham University Business School,
who will be demonstrating how enterprise impacts on us all.



On Friday 4 February, every girl in Year 8 was looking forward
to taking part in ateam-building activity afternoon run by Rob
Bianchi of the Durham-Lesotho Link.

Once we had changed into suitable comfortable clothing, we were
splitinto small groups. It was alittle strange at first to work with
girls from other forms, but we soon found that the new
combinations made things more interesting. Not only did we
enjoy the opportunity of getting to know people better, but we
also found that this brought a fresh outlook and lots of new ideas.

Next, we embarked on avariety of activities which included
brain-teaser style puzzles and some more physical challenges, al
of which required effective teamwork to complete successfully.
The challenges included negotiating an obstacle course
blindfolded, guided only by ateam-mate's instructions; moving
abucket over avery high rope using only another rope, plastic
tubing and screwdrivers (you need to make afishing rod, if you're
wondering!) and getting the whole team over afour foot high
barrier.

To complete the challenges successfully we had to learn valuable
life-skills such as how to take aleadership role and how to be an
effective part of ateam with new people. We now appreciate how
vital it isto listen to others, to make the most of each other's
strengths and to work within a strict time limit. Year 8 thoroughly
enjoyed what proved to be both aworthwhile and afun experience,
and which also helped usto get to know girls who we have not
previously worked with very much.

Rosie Catcheside Year 8

At the beginning of the year, all girlsin Year 8 were given the
chance to apply to be part of Future Business Magnates 2009-
10. Thiswas a great opportunity and gave everyone who made
it into the team a chance to learn many new skills.

At the launch event in November at Ramside Hall we were able
to meet al the participating schools as well as our Sponsor, Bob
Senior, from the Fat Buddha in Durham. Bob has been able to
lead some sessions in school thisterm for us and has been a great
help so we are delighted that he is our business partner.

We decided to establish afast food on-the-go restaurant, called
Yumii, Yumii selling noodles with sauce and meat or vegetables
to customers quickly and at alow price. Our first challenge was
to describe the business plan to the judges which you can see if
you look at our new website: .

We are now |looking forward to the Awards Dinner in July at the
Ramside Hall Hotel when we will find out how we have done,
so please wish us luck!



Burkina Faso isasmall, heavily-indebted country in West Africa,
where 80% of the population is uneducated and rural and where
awoman’sability to have many childrenisconsidered anindication
of her hushand's potency. However, due to anaemia from frequent
pregnancies and malaria, many women are more at risk during
childbirth. Because the status of women is very low, these women
can't afford basic family planning, even though most would like
to space out their families. It is not surprising, therefore, that the
rate of maternal mortality in Burkina Faso isvery high.

In 2006 the Burkina Faso government decided to tackle these
high maternal mortality rates but, four years down the line, there
has been no improvement. Rather, things have taken aturn for
the worse; health centres have become decrepit and are still
suffering from power cuts and shortages of medical and cleaning
supplies, while staff are badly paid.

Amnesty International is now putting pressure on the government
and reminding it about the commitments it made. The Amnesty
International Group at Durham High School has decided to
challenge the whole school to make as many colourful mother
and baby dolls as possible to send to Burkina Faso to demonstrate
to the government that other people are counting on them to
follow up what they started.

Hopefully, when the women and children of Burkina Faso see
the mother and baby doalls, they will see that are people out there
(including a bunch of teenage girls from the other side of the
world) thinking about their plight and, hopefully, their government
will take notice and make sure fewer women die during childbirth
and more women have access to family planning facilities.

Sheyi Alamou, Year 11

Since Septembe,r alarge and enthusiastic group of Year 11 and
Lower Sixth students have worked on several campaigns for
Amnesty International. We have tried to organise different fund
raising activities during the year but cake sales are alway's popular
at the High School and we raised over £60 in just twenty minutes
one morning break, thanks to the baking and selling skills of the

group.

We have also organised letter-writing campaigns for individual
victims, for example, students in Turkey who were assaulted by
police while conducting peaceful protests. One of the students
later died and Amnesty istrying to ensure that the trial of police
officersisfair and open.

On another occasion, a number of the girls dressed in fetching
white shell suits to highlight the damage inflicted by Shell on
communitiesin the Niger Delta where people have seen their
farmland destroyed by oil spills for many years.

Several campaigns have focused on the impact of poverty on so
many communities around the world. Clean water, decent living
conditions and basic health care should be enjoyed by all, but
these rights are so often ignored. We sent many cardsto the
Kenyan Ambassador to demonstrate our concern at the horrendous
conditions for slum dwellersin Nairobi and you can read below
how we have just completed a very popular campaign to raise
awareness of maternal mortality ratesin small African countries,
such as Burkina-Faso.

The Amnesty group at school has therefore worked to support
less fortunate individuals and communities around the world and
we hope to continue this work in the months to come.

Alex and Rachel Brown, Year 11



St Cuthbert’s

Day llllll[==::::|‘:rrrrr---.---.----
2010 St. Cuthbert’s Day this year was a day of

contrasts, from the service in the morning
and House Singing, to the afternoon’s
charity events and, of course, the eagerly
awaited staff pantomime.

Abba songsfrom Mama Mia! provided the materia for the House
Choirs competition 2010. Rehearsals began in the deep snows of
January and much hard work was put into the fairly intensive
five-week rehearsal schedule. The songs chosen by the Houses
were: Voulez-Vous? (Booth); Mama Mial (Heath); Dancing Queen
(Neville) and Gimme, Gimme, Gimme (Tempest).

The Sixth Form musical director for each House took responsibility
for the rehearsals and for conducting the choirs and musicians
on the day. We were delighted to welcome as our panel of judges
for the competition former teaching staff, Mrs Carol Smale and
Dr John Andrews, who both pursue a keen interest in music and
singing, and Mr John Oliver, Rotary Club member and professional
singer.

Thejudges' task of deciding how to place the choirs was adifficult

one but the final rank order was: 4th Booth; 3rd Neville; 2nd
Heath and Tempest camefirst. Our thanks go to all the girls for
making this such a successful House Choirs competition and our
congratulations go to Tempest.

Senior House and guests filled the Sports Hall for the service on
St. Cuthbert's Day, which was themed on the life of St. Cuthbert
himself. We heard from Y 8 about his life and were challenged to
consider what we could learn from him... What will we do with
our lives? Are we trustworthy people who lead with integrity?
Do we need to take a break, have arest and rethink our future
direction? Do we need to get on and embrace the opportunities
presented to us?

Our guest speaker, Tim Hastie-Smith, then spoke to us about
seizing the day and doing all we can with what we've got. All
this reflection was aided by the Chamber Choir who sang ‘A Clare
Benediction' for us. The service made for a contemplative and
thought-provoking start to our celebrations of the founding and
flourishing of our school community.

L eft: Retiring Head Girl Jen Baker with
Mr Tony Lonsdale, House Coordinator

Below: In Junior House Neville took
the honours in the music competition
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Loads of Money!

Raising money for charitiesis an important of St Cuthbert’s Day and the House Charities events in the afternoon
gaveriseto afrenzy of activity and generous giving.

ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
ml
o
-
n

Each House was divided into 9 teams with each team responsible for organising, setting up and staffing a fund-
raising event or activity. The range of 36 activities included some old favourites such as Splat the Rat , Beat

the Goalie, Treasure Iland and a L ucky Dip aswell asthe more unusua Guess the Drink (some very unappetising
concoctions were on offer here) and Cream Pie throwing. .

In the space of just under an hour, the Houses managed to raise an impressive £300.00. In previous years each
House has nominated its own Charity but House Captains this year asked their Houses to vote for one Charity .
and it was agreed that the proceeds will go to Whizkidz .




Thisyear the Cinderella story was transferred to Farewell Hall
for the 2010 Staff Pantomime. Ugly sisters and wannabe soap
stars, Comfort and Lenor (yes, that wasthe level of the humour!),
were played rather too convincingly by Mr Lonsdale and Mr
Scorer as girls attending Durham High School, unlike poor
Cinderella (Miss Wright) who did not enjoy that privilege.

In this version of the story, Prince Charming was a certain Guy
Lush (Mrs Cardy) and the Lady and Lord of Farewell Hall were
played by MrsWoodland and Mr Priest. Mrs Templeman brought
that little bit of magic to the show that only a Fairy Godmother

can bring, and officers EIf and Shifty (Mrs Jacklin and Miss

Rogers) ensured the proceedings complied with rigorous Health
and Safety standards.

This was probably the most under-rehearsed production in the
history of amateur dramatics but it was great fun, much appreciated
by avery noisy audience, and it raised £200.00 for Breast Cancer
Research. What better way of bringing the St Cuthbert’s Day

celebrations, and the first half of the Spring Term to alaughter-
filled close?

On Friday 20 November, staff and students alike joined
together to raise money for the BBC's Children in
Need Appeal. Each form chose a representative to
dress up and strut their stuff for theillustrioustitle
of ‘“Miss (or Mr!) Children in Need 2009'. We had
the Teletubbies, The Stig, Willy Wonka and even a
male member of staff in High School uniform. The
eventual winner, chosen by our guest judges, was
Miss Baker, 9 (right) representing 7H and dressed
—highly appropriately — as a piano.

The event was enjoyed immensely by the huge
audience and raised over £800 for the charity.

Naomi Clement, Year 13



On 13 February, nineteen girlsfrom Years
10 and 11, along with two members of
staff from the Classics Department, met
at Newcastle airport to leave for atrip to
one of Europe’'smost famouscities: Rome.

We arrived at our hotel in central Rome
in the early hours of Sunday morning,
where the priority was getting to bed
before our first day of Italian exploration.

Velentine's Day in the Eterna City dawned
dightly cloudy and chilly on the tired
faces of our group. Our morning would
be spent at OstiaAntica, the ruins of what
was once a thriving Roman port town. In
thewords of MrsWoodman, it is*Pompeli
without the fuss.” We met our guide for
the next two days, a bubbly Irish woman
named Judy, who seemed to know
everything about Italy’s history and she
accompanied us on the coach to Ostia, all
the while pointing out the sites and giving
us fascinating bits of Roman history.

It seemed that the English weather had followed usto the Italian
capital, because the moment we stepped off the coach at Ostia,
it beganto rain, albeit not heavily, but enough to require umbrellas,
which, of course, few of us had brought. OstiaAnticaisalarge
spread of ruins, consisting of the remnants of baths, a theatre,
shops, a bar, houses and small churches. Judy led us around the
remains, aswe took out our cameras and began documenting our
visit. After many clamours for food, we had an early lunch and
some girls experienced (and loved) their first Italian coffee, which
puts the English version to shame.

A coach ride past the Mediterranean Sea and back into the centre
of Rome brought us to what was the highlight of the trip for the
majority of the group: an afternoon at the Colosseum. This
incredible landmark of Romeis notoriousfor its gruesome history;
it was the site of countless chariot races, gladiator fights, naval
battles and dramas. * Ooohs’, ‘ahhhs’ and expressions of amazement
emanated from the nineteen classicists, aswe were given aguided
tour of the monument which we had previously only seenin
books.

Words fail me when trying to describe the sheer scale of this
immense Roman landmark and upon leaving, we all had sore
necks from craning upwards. Having taken enough photos to last
alifetime, we reluctantly left the interior of the Colosseum and
were free to wander the stalls outside the walls, purchasing our
souvenirs. Following our unforgettable afternoon, we were driven
back to the hotel, where we had an hour or so to relax, recharge
our cameras and put our feet up, before going out for dinner. Our
Valentine's Day meal was, aswe had hoped, traditionally Italian
and with full stomachs, and we retired to bed content and
wondering what the next day would bring.

Our second

and last full

day in Rome

began with

bright

sunshine and

awalk to the

heightsof the

Pdatine Hill.

The prospect

of early

morning

climbing was

not embraced with enthusiasm by the reluctant early-risersin the
group, but the view from the top of Palatine Hill was worth the
sore muscles and the early start; we were able to see the whole
of Rome, with the famous Vatican and Colosseum right before
us. This was something we could not have imagined! Group
photos next to a picturesque fountain amongst orange trees
preceded our descent of the hill and atour of the ‘ Foro Romano’,
the Roman Forum.

Walking through the ruins of the Roman Forum was a slightly
surreal experience, asit’s strangeto think that people were treading
on the same spot as ourselves, but two thousand years before us!
Wewere ableto visit atemple of Romulus and also saw the prison
where Jesus’ disciple, Peter, is said to have been held.

Back on the coach, the next stop was the world-famous St. Peter’s
Basilica, another highlight of the trip. Photographs and a well-
needed break for cappuccinos accompanied our quick visit to St.
Peter’s, which was followed by a coach ride to the Piazza Navona.
The Piazza Navona, a city market square, was our chance for
lunch, a chance that was seized with both hands by everyone, as
it was another opportunity for more Italian cuisine and the eagerly
anticipated gelato.

The subsequent exploration of the Pantheon was a memorable
half hour, but it was incomparable to what would follow: the
Trevi fountain. We threw our Euro change into the Trevi waters,
took more photographs than probably is normal and gawped at
the sheer scale of the fountain. Having wandered around the shops
nearby and wondered whether we would actually meet our true
love there (as our second coin toss predicted), we made our way
to thefina site of the day — the Spanish Steps. The Spanish Steps
- amisnomer as they were actually built by the French, were
playing host to the ‘ carnevale romano’, the equivalent of amild
English circus (but without the animals). Jugglers, magicians and
wildly dressed entertainers paraded the square and performed,
providing yet another prime photo occasion opportunity.

We ate our last meal in the same restaurant as the previous night,
but this time we were aware of the painfully early start the next
morning, which would get our day of homeward travelling
underway. As soon as the flight took off from the airport, Rome-
sickness set in. It was an incredible few days and we are all
hankering to go back!

Alice Gray, Year 11
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In January, 38 girlsranging from
Year 6 to the Lower Sixth
auditioned for two partsin a
forthcoming major blockbuster.
Yorkshire and Northumbrian accents could
be heard as girls prepared for the audition. It was
an exciting yet daunting experience as the wannabee-
Keira-Knightleys faced a camera and performed their prepared
pieces. We are not allowed to say what the film s, or give any
characters’ names, such is the tight security, but we are allowed
to tell you that, all being well, some of our girls may be lucky
enough to be recalled once the director has watched the rushes......

It was with great excitement and after hours of careful preparation
that, one by one, Durham High School girlsarrived at the Three
Tuns Hotel, accompanied by their guests for this year’s Upper
School Ball. A sea of dresses headed straight for the dance floor
when the DJ played our favourite songs. The unexpected highlight
for everyone had to be when the DJ changed from pop tunes to
‘Bob the Builder’ and just about everybody was on their feet!

The bar offered refreshments all night, which was just as well
because two hours of dancing really tiresagirl out, especially
onein four inch heels! Certain people particularly enjoyed the
mini chocolates which were demolished within minutes!

The cameras were clicking all night and within three hours our
memories of the ball were aready on Facebook! Although we
did not know everyone there at first, we were soon al sociaising
and making new friends.

It's safe to say, the ball was a complete success and we' re looking
forward to next year’s already.

Laura Jones and Niamh Copple, Year 10

On 4 March girlsin

K S3 took advantage of
the opportinity to read
for pleasure during
WBD’10

The Woman in Black

In January, GCSE and Y ear 9 Drama watched a performance of
‘The Woman in Black’ at the Theatre Royal in Newcastle to help
us appreciate how theatre is about suspension of disbelief. We
also wanted to see how the director used the principles of Artaud,
athesatre practitioner we have studied, who believed in disturbing
the audience’s comfort zone.

Cleverly, only two actors play al the different parts, switching
into their different roles by donning different garments and
changing body language and voice.

Relaxed by the humour of the opening scenes, we were made
frightened more easily as the sinister plot unfolded. Several of
uswere absol utely convinced that, astime went on, the auditorium
had grown colder, making everyone shiver.

The stage was very simple with very few props and alarge basket
represented variously a horse-drawn cart, a bed and atrain. A
gauze was it to reveal another “room” which became a nursery
or agraveyard.

Lighting was used to great effect, for instance an eerie orangey-
brown colour indicated to the audience that the action wasin the
past and, at avery suspenseful moment. Arthur Kipps' torchis
the only source of light keeping us on the edge of our seatsin
that darkness.

Sound effects came from all around, but oddly, the most effective
use of sound was the silence in the more frightening parts.

Suspense and surprise were the main tools used to scare the
audience with ‘the woman in black’ appearing from nowhere: the
first time she was seen she surprised us al as she actually walked
through the stalls!

Not only did we thoroughly enjoy the performance, but analysing
the techniques used helped us understand the work of Artaud
much better.

Catriona Hancock, Year 10



We were very privileged to be able to welcome to the High School Tracy Chevalier, world
famous author of ‘ The Girl with a Pearl Earring’ in November. The Sixth Form Historians,
who are studying the suffragettes as part of our A2 course, were particularly keen to meet her
as the campaign for womens' suffrageis at the centre of her recent novel, ‘Falling Angels
which follows the lives of two very different families at the turn of the century.

To our delight Ms Chevalier brought not only her working note book, but also some suffragette
memorabiliato show us. She outlined her research methods and gave some valuable tips to
help us with our own work, including the warning to steer clear of the Pankhursts, saying

“there’s too much
materia written about
them and they were as
mad as hatters!”

Tracy Chevalier
Visits DHS

Kids’ Lit Quiz UK

For the second year in arow, ateam from DHS came tantalisingly
close to competing in thefinal of Kids Lit Quiz UK. Two teams,
one from Year 8 and one from Year 7, who were the winners and
runners up, respectively, in our own Lit Quiz in October represented
the school at the regional heat on 1 November 2009.

It was avery closely fought competition which had our teamsin
first and second place at half-time but, with our joker rounds
already played, we were pipped at the post, ending in arespectable
third and fifth position after the final round. Next year the World
Final of the competition is going to be held in South Africa so
we are now aiming for that!

House Quizzes

Almost seventy girls entered the Christmas Quiz at the end of
last term. The winning team came from 7D who scored an
impressive 51 out of 60 points while the runners-up were from
Year 8. Heath camefirst, followed by Neville in second place
with Tempest coming third and Booth in fourth position.

Just before February half-term we had another quiz, thistime
with aWinter Olympics theme, and over 40 girlsfrom Year 7
took part. Once again it was avery close competition and the
eventual winners were Rowan Rochester, Phoebe Sanderson,
Helen Shaw, Rosie Oliver, Kate Golightly and Charlotte Hall
from 7S. Runners up were Sophie Malyneux, Robyn Bell, Deanna
Collingham, Emily Mayhew and Ellen Blowey from 7G. Heath
camefirst again: quizzes are obvioudly this House's strong point!

On abitterly cold Friday evening, our judges from Y ear
10, set out for the North East Teenage Book Award ceremony
at Newcastle's Centre for Life. Thefirst stop wasfor a
pizza, then after abrisk walk through Newcastle we arrived
at the conference hall, collected our prizes and settled into
our seatsto listen to the authors on the shortlist.

Having already read and voted for our preferred books, we
were interested to hear what they had to say. Four members
of our team were lucky and were asked to introduce two of
the writers to the audience of around 350 people. Alison
Wong and Hayley Bradley presented Damien Kelleher,
author of ‘Life Interrupted’ and Y asha Choudhary and
Sophie Lane were asked to introduce Anna Perera, author
of * Guantanamo Boy’ (our favourite book). The eventual
winner was Sophie McKenzie with her book ‘Blood Ties'.
The evening ended after we' d all queued to meet the authors
and get our books signed.

And our thoughts about the winning book?

There were those of uswho loved it....

‘I loved ‘Blood Ties'; itisavery interesting but easy read.
It was really gripping and the story was easy to follow but

with avery predictable ending.’

‘The storyline was good because it kept you thinking about

what was coming next: it was brilliant!’

‘I loved this book! It had an amazing storyline and | was
immediately hooked. | couldn’t put it down!’

‘It was very moving and | could empathise with how the
charactersfelt’.

And those of us who weren't quite as keen.....

‘I liked this book for a quick read, but it wasn’t anything
specia’.

‘It did not have alasting impact but the storyline was very
good'.

‘I did not like this book: it was pointless! The storyline
wasn't very good and the ending was terrible — sorry’.

Thisyear’s judges were:

Amy Baird, Hayley Bradley, Amanda Chapman, Caitlin
Chester, Y asha Choudhary, Niamh Copple, Sophie Lane,
Sophie Nepali, Helen Turner, Alison Wong, Hannah Wilson
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Thisterm the girlsin Year 1 have been
learning about homes and as part of the
historical aspect of the topic, we visited
Pockerley Manor at Beamish Museum
where we experienced life as servantsin
the 1800s. We took part in lots of activities
including making candles, carding
lambswool, sorting herbs and making
lavender bags.

Baking biscuits was the most popular
activity!
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On our return to school, we wrote about
our visit:

‘On Tuesday | was so excited because |
was going to Beamish! On the bus| sat
next to Auriane and we played together’.
Jasmine Flavell
‘Next we got off the bus and we went to
seetwo ladies. We had to call themMa am’.
Elise Brechin
‘To make hiscuits we had to get some oats
and flour. We put some butter on the tray.

Then we washed our hands. Then we stirred
thefood'. Charlotte Soulsby

‘“We put it in the oven but it wasn’t like the

oven you would have now becauseit had

afirenext toit. It was ametal box and the

oven would warm up because of thefire'.
Emma Phillips

‘We made biscuits and we even got to eat
abiscuit - but just one!’ Ella Vickers

For the first time at DHS, an extra-curricular Debating Club has
been formed for Year 6. The group of 16 girls meets each
Wednesday in Senior House where they are coached by a team
of Sixth Formers: Sarita Linck, Robyn Maddison, Rebecca
Ingledew and Caroline Hellens.

A range of fun activities has been planned by the older girlsto
develop confidence in speaking in public, presenting a point of
view and planning formal speeches.

‘I love Debating Club. The Sixth Formers are really nice and |
have learnt to speak up for myself and be more confident’.

Bethannie March

‘The Club has been a pleasure to attend. I’ ve enjoyed participating
in the debates and I’ ve learned to convey my thoughts about
important subjects and to speak persuasively’ Anusha Ashok

‘I really enjoy being able to speak up and have my opinion heard.
Itisalso good to hear other people’s views. It helps people who
are shy to be more confident too. All the girlswho help are very
nice and that makes it even more fun.” Sarah Kerry

‘I think Debating Club is cool. It is helpful for me because | was
very quiet but now | can stand up and speak for myself. We have
learned exciting techniques and games. The Sixth Form are very
friendly and we get juice and cookies too!” Maura Selvarajah

Years 3 and 4 Music Concert

The annua Years 3 and 4 Music Concert on Thursday 4 March
was attended by many parents and was thoroughly enjoyed by
al. Thisyear 29 children participated in the programme, even
though some have only recently started playing.



Sisters with the Musical
X Factor

Sisters, Lucy and Alex Walker, aready have a string of musical
achievements between them at the tender ages of just 11 and 9
yearsold. Lucy (Year 6) who began playing the piano at the age
of 5, gained aDistinction at Grade 7 and will be taking her Grade
8 in March. She won the regional final of the Rotary Club Young
Musician of the Year 2009 for Piano (age 8-11) and last summer
she played at the Grande Café Chioggiain St Mark’s Square,
Venice.

Her achievements don’t end there: at the age of 6 she began
learning the soprano saxophone and gained a Distinction at Grade
8, aswell as achieving her Diplomawhich means she has |etters
after her name (Dip LCN) and is allowed to wear an academic
gown! Sheisnow working on her ALCM which will allow her
to wear a cap with her gown.

Astonishingly, the piano and saxophone weren't enough for Lucy
and when she was 9 she began playing the clarinet and now
composes her own orchestral music.

Lucy’syounger sister, Alex, isalso building up an impressive set
of musical achievements, achieving 100% in her Grade 1 Music
Theory paper, aMerit in Grade 3 Theory and is currently working
on Grade 5 Violin, Grade 5 Theory and Grade 2 Piano —all in
March 2010. Alex plays 1st violin in Sage Weekend School String
Quartet.
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A CELEBRATION OF
MUSIC

On Friday 5 February, nearly 40 of our students combined musical
forces with 300 pupils from the other nine independent schools
in County Durham, to perform in a spectacular concert in Durham
Cathedral in aid of the Teenage Cancer Trust.

The programme included orchestral performances by an orchestra
of just over 100 musicians, two pieces for aconcert band of about
95 and rousing choral pieces performed by amixed choir of nearly
250 voices. Performing in such alarge-scale and prestigious event
was an exciting and exhilarating experience, and created musical
memories that will stay with everyone long after the echoes of
the final triumphant bars of ‘ Zadok the Priest’ have faded.

In January, BBC Radio Teesinvited Samantha Coleman
in Reception to play her violin on air, for anitemin

which the merits of parents introducing their children
to various activities from an early age were discussed.

Samantha began playing just before her 4th birthday
when Old Girl, Bridie Fox, cameto teach violin at the
High School. It was when Rebecca, Samantha’s older
sister started learning the flute that she became keen
to start learning an instrument and she has taken very
well to the violin. A year on, BBC Radio Tees have
recorded a selection of tunes from her growing
repertoirel



Thursday 25 and Friday 26 February brought dense fog, yet more
snow and this year’'s Middle School Production, ‘ The Grimm
Tales', inwhich 48 girlsfrom Years 7 and 8, with alittle help
and advice from older students, brought to life a sel ection of
classic fairytales...with some interesting twists!

Our Town

This poignant yet heart-warming play moved several of the
audience to tears when we performed it at the end of last term.
Many said that it was a peaceful way to end a busy term, putting
onein theright frame of mind for Christmas. Our annual senior
‘straight’ play, performed in the Studio always alows new talent
to surface and this year was no exception — the acting was superb!
We hope it continues to attract growing audience numbers and
we look forward to seeing more families attend in the future.

We are all familiar with the collected tales of Wilhelm and Jacob
Grimm — through Disney films and pantomimes, as well as
childhood bedtime stories. However, ten years ago, Carol Ann
Duffy, now Poet Laureate, decided to re-write some of these
remarkable narratives, aiming to focus on the particular linguistic
qualities of each tale (as well as adding some personal touches
in keeping with the darker side of fairytales, such as the ugly
sisters carving toes off in order to fit into the glass dlipper!). The
Young Vic Theatre Company who then dramatized the tales,
stripped their production of devices such as props, sets and sound
effects, so the actors' bodies and voices a one told the story.

It was decided to adhere to thisin our production and the girls
needed to practise their skills of mime and think carefully about
using their voicesin dynamic ways. They performed ‘ Snow
White, ‘ The Musicians of Bremen', ‘ The Hare and the Hedgehog',
‘ Ashputtel’, ‘ The Golden Goose', ‘ The Lady and the Lion’ and
‘Hansel and Gretel’ to afull house on both nights. They gave
their all and put on awonderful show, reflecting their skill,
enthusiasm and dedication.

We are extremely proud of everyone who took part and look
forward to watching their talents grow as they continue to enjoy
the dramatic opportunities on offer at DHS.



Hayley Bradley,

Sarah Bell and

Matilda Hamilton

(pictured right) all

qualified to

represent Durham

Central Schools at

the County Schools

Cross Country

Championships.

Unfortunately

Sarah could not

compete but on a

very cold and

snowy day Hayley

and Matildaran

extremely well, finishing well up in their field and both qualified
to represent Durham County the following weekend.

The conditions the following weekend, in the Inter Counties
Competition were not much better; the snow had disappeared but
it was still cold and wet. Hayley and Matilda both excelled in
their raceswith Matildafinishing 14th in her race and 2nd Durham
finisher whilst Hayley finished 20th in her race and 7th Durham
finisher. This meansthat Hayley has been selected asfirst reserve
for the Durham County team for the English Schools Cross-
Country Championships which will take place on March 20.

If selected for the Durham Team, Hayley will have abusy weekend
as she has also qualified for the National Schools Biathlon finals
at Crystal Palace on March 21. We wish her luck in these
prestigious events.

Thefirst Year 7 Durham Independent School’s Netball Tournament
on Thursday 4 March was hosted by Durham School, on what
was alovely, sunny afternoon.

Our Year 7 girls beat the teams from all the six participating
independent schools, playing some excellent netball to claim the
first place and the trophy.

WEell doneto al of the team members and, particularly, to Matilda
Hamilton and Kate Golightly who were voted players of the
tournament.

Rowing 1 5
Lauren McMillan and Fran Whitfield continue to work hard in
training both on land and in the water and have had an excellent
start to 2010.

Having won the girls J13 coxed quad with 2 girlsfrom St Leonard’s
at the Durham City Regatta 2009, Lauren then went on to win
the double sculls with Katie McDaid at Hexham Regatta, coxed
by GeorgiaMcMillan. Georgia coxed again when Lauren and

K atie won the double sculls and Lauren and her mother also won
the mother and daughter double sculls at the Durham Primary
Regeatta.

The girls have had aflying start to 2010 with a convincing victory
at Durham Small Boats Head last month, winning the race by
over 40 seconds.

Ball Girls

In January a number of our keen netballers were delighted to
have the opportunity of watching Team Northumbria play
Loughbrough Lightening. The High School was asked to provide
9 ball girlsfor the match which was televised on Sky TV.

All the girls performed admirably and were magnificent
representatives of the school with ex-England Player and leading
international umpire, Anne Stephenson, commenting on how
impressed she was with them. Well done to Michaela Young,
Phoebe Parker, LauraWatson, Klara Laidlaw, Olivia Green,
Frankie Egglestone, Annie Wingate and Danielle Hudson.

Hockey

The Durham High School hockey programme has been severely
hit by the poor weather this term, however this has not stopped
our teams training and playing.

Congratulations go to our under 14 hockey team who beat Dame
Allan’s School, Newcastle and King's School, Tynemouth to
reach the final of the Under 14 Tyne and Wear Cup. Thefina
against Central Newcastle High School, played at the Parksin
North Shields, was closely fought with inspirational performances
from Danielle Hudson and Annabel Wingate. We succumbed to
an early goal by Central and eventually lost 2-0. Well done to all
the squad for their commitment and excellent play this season!

The Under 11 hockey team (picured above with Mrs Coxon) are
also to be congratulated for winning the Durham Area Yazoo
Mini-Hockey Championship. They played Teesside High in the
final and won 2-0 and will now represent Durham in the North
East semi-finalsin Leeds.

Rugby Union

After many hours spent training both at regional and club level,
we are pleased to announce that Sixth Formers, Naomi and Emma
Clement, have been selected as part of the county representative
squad.



Sports Workshops

Helen Armstrong and MicaMcNeill
have taken advantage of some Sports
Psychology workshops which have
been set up by Carole Schuelt, who
has been involved in the delivery of
psychology training for a number of
years.

The workshops have included
visualisation, goal-setting and the
mind and body connection, giving
the girls anumber of ideas about
how to use different Sports
Psychology methods.

Mica has a so attended Strength and
Conditioning workshops run by the
staff from the English Institute of
Sport. Itishoped in the future that
we can introduce these workshops
at school to benefit our A Level PE
students and other interested girls.

Fencing

Maddy Whitfield (pictured |eft), Georgia
McMillan and Emily Wren from Lazlo's
Fencing Club, and Caitlin Faircloth, coached
by ChrisMorton, recently fenced in the Regional
Fencing Championships at Gateshead Stadium.
The girlsfenced extremely well and all
advanced from their pool matches to the direct
elimination matches in the afternoon.

After some hard fought matches, Maddy and
Georgiamet in the final, with Maddy earning
thevictory in aclosely contested match. Both
Maddy and Georgiawill now go on to represent
the North East in the National Championships
at Sheffield later thisyear.

Prior to this the girls and their families will be
travelling to China over the Easter break where
they will compete in a prestigious competition
against their Chinese counterparts. We look
forward to reporting on their trip in the next
edition

Netball

Our Under 19 and Under 14 teams both qualified for the National
Schools regional tournament which was held in Newcastle. The
girlscompeted against 7 other schools from Teesside, Northumbria
and Tyne and Wear at Blue Flames over aweekend in January.

The standard of netball was excellent, with all matches being
closely contested. The under 14s performed particularly well and
came 5th with Annabel Wingate and Nicola Tweedy being named
the school’ s players of the tournament. The under 19s came 7th
with MicaMcNeill astheir player of the tournament.



